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According to a report issued by the United Nations in early November, several weeks after torrential rains triggered deadly floods and landslides in Central America, communities remain cut off and tens of thousands of families need food. 





In one of the region’s worst deluges in decades, heavy rains, caused by a tropical depression hit Central America on Oct. 10, and have killed more than 100 people, made tens of thousands homeless and disrupted the lives of 1.2 million people.





Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua are the worst affected countries.  Guatemala is vulnerable to food shortages. Even before the floods, it was struggling to feed its population, and the country relies on international food aid to stave off hunger.  





Guatemala has the world's fourth highest rate of chronic malnutrition, which affects almost half of children under five, according to the United Nations.


 


 





Tens of thousands of flood survivors in


Central America still need help – United Nations














Recently, our St. Charles community took up a second collection to assist the battered Santa Rosa region.  We were able to send just over $7,500 to the Pastoral Caritas Staff in the Diocese to help them with their relief efforts.  





This money will go towards meeting the objectives our partners identified in October: providing affected families with canned food, clean water, and medicines for relief of respiratory disorders and fungal infections; manage and develop projects that promote food security through rehabilitation of agriculture; manage and promote projects and/or health education programs, water and sanitation, and environmental conservation.


�





Thank you for your prayers and support!
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Christmas


Traditions in Guatemala








Coming in February – 


Party With Purpose, Guatemala Style!
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“Guatemala has the world’s fourth highest rate of malnutrition…”











For nine days before Christmas, posada processions pass through the streets. The beat of drums and the crackle of fireworks provide lively accompaniment as the figures of Mary and Joseph are carried to a friend's house, where a carol is sung asking for lodging for the Holy Family. After ritual questions and answers, the doors are opened and Mary and Joseph are taken to the nacimiento, or manger scene, where they will remain until the next night, when they once again go out seeking shelter. Everyone who accompanies the figures on their quest makes a great party with punch and hot tamales and dancing once the goal is accomplished. On Christmas Eve, the figure of the Christ Child is added to the nacimiento at the last of the nine houses to receive the Holy Family. 





It is the tradition of the Guatemalan people to go to church on Christmas Eve and then visit family and friends. At the exact stroke of midnight, when everyone has returned home, much like the New Year’s celebration in the U.S., the “Christmas Embrace” is shared and young people set off firecrackers.





Traditionally, on Christmas day, everyone eats a dinner of delicious “tamal,” made of corn and rice, filled with turkey, prunes, raisins and a sauce made with local spices, which has been cooked for at least eight hours. 





The Christmas celebration in Guatemala continues well into the early morning hours of Christmas day. At midday on the 25th, people will again set off firecrackers and attend church. Children are very much an important part of this special celebration.





Finally, in keeping with Guatemalan tradition, the exchange of gifts takes place on the feast of Three Kings in January.





Christmas Traditions in Guatemala











“Guatemalan people to go to church on Christmas Eve and then visit family and friends.”











This year’s Fat Tuesday Party With Purpose will take on a new look and feel as we incorporate the Guatemala Solidarity Partnership into this annual gathering at St. Charles.  This great event will not only be a time to feast and celebrate together, it will also be a time to learn about and further support our Guatemalan brothers and sisters in a very fun way!





We need a lot of help to make Fat Tuesday a success!  We need help with prayer, promoting fellowship, the food, the music, the activities, the decorations, etc., etc.  If you or your family can help—in any way, large or small!—please contact Cara Ipeker at �HYPERLINK "mailto:cenicar@yahoo.com"�cenicar@yahoo.com�.  


 





Party With Purpose this February…Guatemala style!


SAVE THE DATE:  Tuesday, February 21












